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EG News and Plans 

Dear comrades and colleagues of the European Group 

 

We really hope everyone is keeping well. It has continued to be ‘strange times’ as some parts 
of the world emerge cautiously from ‘lockdowns’ whilst others are plunged into further forms 
of Covid related controls. Wherever you are reading from, we hope you are keeping OK. 

As you will see, this month has quite a number of contributions relating to issues of serious 
international concern. We are thankful to colleagues working, addressing and researching 
particularly precarious political situations at present, and send solidarity to those being 
subject to escalations in political and politicised violence.  

This April, we focus specifically on the military coup in Myanmar which has already 
facilitated hundreds of deaths of civilians, as well as escalations in violence against activists 
in Greece. Since our last newsletter, it has been a month of protest against the repressive 
Policing, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill in England and Wales, whilst Northern Ireland is 
shifting to unrest that is facilitating curfews reminiscent of the 1970s rather than the 2020s. 
As this edition will highlight, there are many aspects that relate to the interests of the EG 
that are outlined in depth over the following pages.  

It has been much longer since we met than we would have anticipated – and certainly longer 
than we hoped. As such, although we cannot meet in person as of yet, we will hold an AGM 
to discuss how things are progressing, in particular the journal, website and online 
workshops/roundtables with the Working Groups. However, it is also to have a chance to 
catch up and see how everyone is, and what other actions we can engage in collectively while 
there remains so much uncertainty. The information is below, and links will be sent out 
closer to the time.  

Beyond this, we are also happy to share some news on forthcoming events and publications 
toward the end of the newsletter. 

Before we let you go to read on, however, there is also some fantastic and 
exciting news to relay – the EG welcomes its newest member, baby Federica 
McGowan who joined the world on 25th March! HUGGGEEE congratulations to 
Sam Fletcher and Will McGowan on her birth – we look forward to having 
Federica join in her first conference as soon as we all get to reconvene in ‘real 
life’!  

Again, thanks to everyone for your input and work – and hope you are all keeping well. 

Take care all - in solidarity, 

Vicky, Dani and Katja 

 

  Please note: From 2021 (Volume 5) Justice, Power and Resistance will be published 
by Policy Press in association with the European Group for theStudy of Deviance and 
Social Control. Information about the journal can be found on the Policy Press website: 

https://policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/journals/justice-power-and-resistance 
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I 

EG Annual General Meeting 

 
Dear EG members, 

 

You are invited to attend an online AGM for the European Group for the Study of Deviance 
and Social Control.  

Whilst we'd love to be meeting in person, for obvious reasons we will continue online via 
Zoom. An agenda and link will be sent closer to the time, but it will be an open meeting (as 
with the conference AGMs) and you are welcome to put forward any agenda items or ideas in 
advance. Please email any suggestions to the co-ordinator email as per usual.  

 

Time: British Summer Time 4-6pm, 28th April 2021 

 

We hope you can make it, and look forward to catching up with colleagues, comrades and 
friends then. 

Keep well in the meantime, and take care, 

 

Vicky, Dani and Katja 
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II 

Greece’s Right-Wing Governments is Massively Expanding 
Police Powers 

Georgios Papanicolau & George S. Rigakos 

https://jacobinmag.com/2021/04/greece-special-forces-police-university-
nd?fbclid=IwAR0CoP14He6RZA13JRD6XbzgOgIahLOR6y88tsH9g5dK4p7FjhC9S8qAo0Y 

 

‘EXECUTION-STYLE’ MURDER: Giorgos Karaivaz, Greek reporter covering 
crime and police issues, was shot dead at 2:30am outside his home in Arimos, 
Athens, on 9 April. Karaivaz was shot at least six times with a silenced weapon 
by two men on a moped outside his home in Athens.Perpetrators motive 
unclear, police manhunt ongoing.  

 

This article by Georgios and George is meant to be the first of a series on police repression 
in Greece to be published in the successive newsletters. 

 

Policing has long been a major political flash point in Greece: right-wingers demand harsh 
“law and order” measures, while the Left denounces a repressive force riddled with fascists. 
Calls for reform have been particularly strong over the last month following a string of high-
profile clashes. Yet with the creation of new special units, including in the country’s 
universities, it is the partisans of extended police powers who are setting the agenda. 

The most recent spate of incidents began on March 7, when a young man was arrested after 
he failed to follow police instructions to leave a square in Athens’s Nea Smyrni 
neighborhood. He was beaten by a baton-wielding member of the DIAS motorcycle squad, 
and footage of the violence soon went viral — forcing the suspension of the officer at the 
center of the row. 

On March 9, there were protests — in turn violently suppressed by members of another 
police motorcycle squad, DRASI (Action). Officers drove right through the protesters, 
indiscriminately lobbing flash-bang grenades. A group of football hooligans involved in the 
gathering managed to wrestle one police officer from the back of a motorcycle, who was then 
beaten by the angry crowd. The incident was again captured on video, as were other 
instances of DRASI teams driving over protesters. The government blamed the violence on 
anarchist and leftist “agitators,” which it linked to opposition party Syriza. 

Such violent tactics have become a recurrent theme under Greece’s New Democracy (ND) 
government, as the Hellenic Police are let off the leash by a right-wing administration. If, in 
many regards, this violence is characteristic of a revanchist global authoritarianism, Greece’s 
particular social upheavals and geopolitics invite closer scrutiny. 

Indeed, it’s only a few years since upstart Greece mounted an ill-fated challenge to the Troika 
of European institutions and, by extension, the global financial system. At the time, we 
warned that the country’s reactionary forces stood at the ready to pounce on Syriza’s failure 
and reinstitute an authoritarian policing project that was only briefly, and rather 
ineffectively, postponed. Today, these so-called dark forces are in full control. 
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Without a doubt, the pandemic has helped facilitate ND’s authoritarian turn, as lockdown 
measures have been combined with a proliferation of police checkpoints, COVID patrols, and 
blanket bans on assemblies by order of the chief of the police. All this has facilitated a dress 
rehearsal for police authoritarianism, allowing ND to strike at its traditional enemies. We 
have seen this in full force during important annual political commemorations, such as the 
November 17 celebration of the Polytechnic uprising against the military junta, and the 
December 6 memorialization of the 2008 police murder of teenager Alexandros 
Grigoropoulos: in each case, the assemblies were broken up. 

Greece seems to be no exception to the unrelenting pacification of the working class ramping 
up around the globe. But we may also be witnessing the maturation of a quintessentially 
Greek bourgeois authoritarianism whose seeds were sown under neoliberal restructuring in 
the late 1990s, accelerated by nationalist extremism under EU austerity, and institutionally 
ossified after the collapse of any meaningful left-wing alternative. 

National (In)security 

We could hardly overstate the disastrous effects of fiscal austerity and economic 
restructuring forced on Greece in the 2010s under the Troika. Following the public debt 
crisis, Greece’s access to financial assistance came on condition of drastic salary and pension 
cuts, mass dismissals, a demolition of the public health and social security system, labor 
market “reforms,” privatization, and indefinite international debt bondage. Greece’s 
economy shrank by one-quarter, and unemployment rose above 25 percent (and to 40 
percent among youth). 

The Syriza-led coalition was supposed to challenge this state of affairs but, instead, it 
capitulated to the final economic adjustment program after failing to renegotiate Greece’s 
debt in 2015.  Criminal justice reform took a back seat. All the while, far-right propaganda on 
the consequences of migrant flows, the refugee crisis and its effect on Greek national 
cohesion — coupled with agitation about the country’s geopolitical situation — fed continued 
sociopolitical turbulence. Dubious statistics on crime and media-fueled concerns about 
lawlessness, especially perceived criminality by immigrant populations, became a suitable 
channel for Greek insecurities — and anger. 

The conservative ND won a parliamentary majority in July 2019 promising to implement a 
tough “law-and-order” agenda. It developed a communications strategy focusing on crime, 
lawlessness (anomia), and feelings of insecurity. ND leader Kyriakos Mitsotakis pushed the 
slogan “Greek citizens feel unprotected,” highlighting the actions of social movements as 
major disturbances in everyday life. Amplified by mass media, the conservatives accused 
Syriza of tolerating — indeed endorsing — lawlessness, disorder, and even terrorism. 

Once this ubiquitous insecurity had been stoked, ND tapped into it by promising more 
police, tougher sentences, crackdowns on migrants, and building more prisons. All this was 
supposedly part of an effort to “tidy up” Greece and set it on a less fractious course. 

Moving Right, Feigning Center 

Today, the ND government is fulfilling this “law-and-order” mandate — aided by nearly 
unconditional support from the media and widening swaths of an insecure populace. In this 
task it has been further bolstered by Mitsotakis’s perceived moderation. 

Ironically, this perceived move to the center has been aided by the conviction of the neo-Nazi 
Golden Dawn party in October 2020. While a triumph for the anti-fascist movement, Golden 
Dawn’s demise also delivered symbolic gains for ND by disassociating it from its traditional 
far-right connections. A far-right core still active within ND was freed to promote 
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xenophobia, the criminalization of migrants, and anti-left disinformation without fear of 
association with the fascists. After all, the media proclaimed, the fascists had been rounded 
up and jailed. 

Serving this perceived manoeuvre to the center was the heavily touted return of Harvard-
educated Mitsotakis, who presented himself as a welcome “moderate” after a divisive era of 
extremism between the supposed far left (Syriza) and far right (Golden Dawn). The Right 
claimed that Mitsotakis’s experience as a venture capitalist and banker, as well as his family’s 
neoliberal credentials, would shift Greece from a recalcitrant Troika outsider under Alexis 
Tsipras and Yanis Varoufakis to a “pragmatic” EU insider. This was supposed to bring the 
country “back into the fold” and generate a better economic deal. 

In reality, such expectations of “moderation” have proven fanciful. Instead, Greece’s 
repressive apparatuses have been consolidated, with all policing, border control, and prison 
facilities now integrated under one police apparatus. Decisively, these facilities have become 
an economic circuit — creating essential conditions for the rise of the domestic security-
industrial complex. This circuit now even includes universities, with research funding 
diverted to on-campus policing. 

Suppressing Student Dissent 

As if to highlight their triumph over any remaining pockets of resistance, in early March, the 
Hellenic Police rolled onto the campus of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, crushing a 
three-week student occupation. Until recently, university campuses in Greece were generally 
protected from police intrusion — a legislated recognition of the catalyst role students played 
in ousting the junta and restoring democracy in 1974. 

The recent police operation led to the arrest of thirty students and gained widespread 
publicity. Video surfaced of a student being manhandled, kicking desperately as he was 
dragged semi-naked in torn clothes across campus while onlookers pleaded for police 
restraint. 

Once ensconced inside the university, the Hellenic Police stayed there. They now maintain a 
garrison at the university — and new legislation will expand this deployment to campuses 
across the country. More than a thousand new special police officers organized into 
“university protection teams” (OPPI) are set to fan out across campuses in the coming 
months. They will be bolstered by in-house “security protection units” or outsourced to 
private contractors and, in a brazen disregard for the political optics, will be paid out of each 
university’s “ELKE” research funds. 

If the government’s zeal to squelch student dissent and reposition campuses within the 
security-industrial complex were not clear enough, the new law goes even further by 
mandating physical “perimeter security fencing” around each campus. For the government, 
this is so urgently necessary that the erection of fences will not even require local building 
permits. 

The Rise of the Special Guards 

New Democracy delivered what it had promised in the 2019 election — hiring 1,500 more 
police officers and creating an additional 1,030 OPPI university police. Just as important, 
however, is that these new recruits are not regular police. Instead, they are part of an ever-
expanding corps of Special Guards (Eidikoi Frouroi), a second-tier policing group within the 
Hellenic Police. 

The Special Guards are not recruited via established national examination procedures that 
form part of standard university entry requirements in Greece. They also do not attend the 
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police academy like regular police officers. Rather, they undergo fast-track training; and 
beyond the need for a high school diploma, their selection criteria are based on the 
fulfillment of military obligations, preferably as professional soldiers in special forces. 

Special Guard selection, training, and experience is thus based on military values. Special 
Guards are allocated primarily to increasingly notorious frontline police units, such as the 
DIAS fast response and DRASI riot control motorbike units. 

The growth of Special Guards consolidates a two-tiered policing model whose emergence we 
had detected as part of neoliberal restructuring in 2003. Their numbers will now exceed the 
10,000 mark in a 55,000-strong police force. 

The Special Guards already create serious implications for both the style and quality of 
policing in everyday life. Their increased use undermines the prospect of a professional 
police force. Equally, it undermines police union demands for better work and workplace 
conditions as a cheaper workforce separate from regular, academy-trained, career police 
officers. 

Perhaps most alarmingly, highly militarized Special Guard units have provided fertile 
ground for the growth of far-right ideology. The influence of the defunct Golden Dawn party 
was known to be very high among these units, leading to a proliferation of documented 
abuse, torture, and violent police responses, particularly against immigrants and left-wing 
protesters. 

The problem is sure to get worse, as the government has shown its preference for setting up a 
variety of specialized frontline police units. DELTA — a fast-response motorbike unit 
disbanded by the Syriza government due to its excessive use of force — was reinstated by the 
conservatives, now under the name DRASI. Another frontline unit, OPKE, originally 
intended to deal with serious crime, now operates ubiquitously against “lawlessness” — in 
practice forcibly evicting political occupations and squatters. 

ND’s investment in militarized, specialized units populated by Special Guards coincides with 
a divestment from regular policing, including local police stations and criminal investigation 
units. It would be convenient to link the rise of Special Guards to the conservative 
compulsion for suppressing dissent. And yet these changes were first initiated by the social-
democratic PASOK party under neoliberal restructuring as far back as the 1990s. More 
revealing, perhaps, is the fact that the major architect for these changes, public order 
minister Michalis Chrysochoidis, has returned to public service (switching from PASOK to 
ND) to finish what he started over twenty years ago. 

The Return of Chrysochoidis 

The minister presiding over the current shakeup of the police is the same man who set in 
motion the neoliberal restructuring of public order in the late 1990s. While his PASOK 
promised a “modernization” of Greece in this era, Chrysochoidis’s reign is associated with its 
failure to wrestle control of the police from the Right. Instead, his tenure was marked by (1) 
the introduction of new second-tier Special and Border Guards units; (2) the resurrection 
and insulation of Hellenic Police HQ command; (3) the arrest of the far-left November 17 
terrorist group in 2002; (4) the introduction of draconian anti-terrorist legislation that 
created intrusive police powers; and, finally, (5) steering the police apparatus during the first 
wave of anti-austerity mass popular mobilizations in 2010. 

Having left the remnants of PASOK in 2019, Chrysochoidis has returned to the political 
scene as ND’s “Minister for the Protection of the Citizen.” In many respects, Chrysochoidis’s 
apparent permanent role as minister of public order in Greece serves as a reminder of the 
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continuity of late PASOK and ND policies toward neoliberal restructuring — and the Greek 
security apparatus’s ties to their US counterparts. 

A 2009 foreign embassy memorandum released by WikiLeaks makes it clear that 
Chrysochoidis worked cooperatively with US intelligence like the FBI and DEA and invited 
US support, logistics, and training. He provided detailed briefs to the US ambassador in 
Athens about ongoing police restructuring plans before they were known to Greek citizens 
and provided assessments of the threat of leftist terrorism. When, with American support, he 
oversaw the investigation and arrest of the November 17 terrorist group, he was publicly 
praised by the US ambassador — a unique occasion in Greece’s political history. The election 
of an American-educated international banking executive as prime minister will no doubt 
further facilitate a cozy relationship between the Hellenic Police and US interests. Such ties 
are not new, even though Syriza may have tested them. 

The government understands that the determined efforts of what scholars call the “social 
police” — the disciplining function exerted by banks, insurance companies, credit 
surveillance, labor relations, and the tax system, emboldened by the memoranda years and 
ardently promoted by ND — will likely not suffice. Chrysochoidis’s comeback is thus an 
emphatic return of the bourgeois establishment, embarking on an effort to intensify 
neoliberal restructuring through continued pacification. With austerity measures again 
looming large in the wake of the pandemic, the government is preparing to respond to a 
fresh wave of immiseration by strengthening the tools of repression. 

  

Georgios Papanicolaou is a reader in criminology at Teesside University, UK, and 
coauthor of Organised Crime: A Very Short Introduction. 

George S. Rigakos is professor of the political economy of policing at Carleton 
University, Canada and author of Security/Capital: A General Theory of Pacification. 
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assigned to the military. And while human rights went from taboo to part of the standard 
curriculum in the education of lawyers, people continued to be imprisoned through 
infractions of their freedom of speech and systematic human rights abuses took place in the 
ethnic conflicts that have been ongoing since the creation of the Tatmadaw. But still, in this 
decade of disciplined democracy a wide range of improvements to the lives of Myanmar 
people took place. International sanctions were waived, and international investments made 
way for a decrease in poverty levels. Access to electricity and internet spread across the 
country. And for the first time in half a century of military dictatorship were the Myanmar 
people allowed to elect a civil government from an opposition party.  

This is not the first uprising against a military dictatorship in Myanmar. There have been 
several uprisings, most famously in 1988 and 2007, none of which have been successful. 
However, there are key differences between previous uprisings and the situation we see 
today in Myanmar. Differences that might very well determine the outcome of the current 
crisis. Firstly, there is the fact that the country has been open to the outside world for a 
decade. Long enough for the people of Myanmar to learn that there is an alternative to a life 
in oppression under a military regime, and long enough for the young generation to live their 
formative years in a country which was catching up to globalisation. This made the way fora 
new generation of activists, Generation Z, who approach resistance not only with courage 
that matches previous generations of protesters, but also with technical skills and knowledge 
sharing across the region through the Milktea Alliance. Knowledge that improves their 
ability to cope with and fight back against the Tatmadaw. Secondly, this protest movement is 
a movement that questions hegemonic structures and mobilises across previous divides 
based on gender and ethnicity. Women take their place at the forefront of the movement and 
fight side by side with their male counterparts, while the male dominated Tatmadaw 
engenders and extreme form of patriarchy. Ethnic divides are being bridged through 
apologies from the Bamar majority to the Rohingya minority, for not standing up for them 
and not believing that the Tatmadaw was carrying out a genocide towards the Rohingya. In 
addition, alliances are being build as the shadow government of CRPH take steps towards a 
federal democracy and towards forming a federal army in collaboration with existing ethnic 
armed groups, who represent the ethnic minorities that have long been in conflict with the 
Tatmadaw. 

The current situation reveals the darkest and brightest parts of Myanmar. While the 
Tatmadaw commits atrocities in their attempt to oppress the peoples of Myanmar, the 
people respond with decisiveness, courage and creativity, and with a unity that is far beyond 
what we have seen before. Though Myanmar is currently a military dictatorship, the voices of 
the people have never been expressed more loudly.  

Despite the admirable efforts of the people of Myanmar, this is not an easy fight to win. I 
therefore urge you to find ways to support their fight. You can help by 1. Amplifying the 
voices of Myanmar people and make sure their stories are heard. For example, by sharing 
stories of trustworthy media sources such as Myanmarnow, Frontier Myanmar and The 
Irrawaddy. 2. Sign petitions and push for your government to take steps to support the 
people of Myanmar and reject the power of the military regime. And 3. Support financially to 
the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), local media or health providers to protesters.  
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constant threats and police attacks2, or directly abandoned in the ravines. It tells us that 
institutional racism has fueled street racism, and that xenophobic demonstrations have 
taken place on the islands with the collusion and complicity of the same police that does not 
hesitate to beat anti-racist protesters. It tells us that since the pandemic was declared, almost 
800,000 more people are living in severe poverty with less than 16-euro a day, while Spanish 
millionaires became 26,5 billion euro richer3. It tells us that police attacks and torture on 
detainees are the norm, and that thousands of cases occur every year, such as those in 
Linares, Lugo, Mogán, Arrecife, etc., which simply does not come to public light4. It tells us 
that, since ETA announced the "definitive cessation of armed activity", sentences for exalting 
terrorism have increased fourfold5. It tells us that this state prosecutes crimes of opinion: 
insulting the Virgin, God6, Spain, the Autonomous Communities, the flag7 or the monarchy8 
is punishable through fines and prison sentences; imaginary beings and political or religious 
abstractions have therefore more rights than real people. It tells us that Pablo Hasél’s 
detention is just the last straw, but there is a whole ocean of insults, humiliations and social 
anguish behind the riots. It simply tells us that people are fed up with being evicted, 
impoverished, dispossessed, harassed, persecuted, threatened, detained, judged, confined, 
attacked, tortured, beaten, silenced and gagged, and that many people still claim in the 
streets the right to self-defense against systematic violence. 

The farce about "international groups" behind the riots is a tactic used by the Spanish state 
since 19th century with no other purpose than instilling terror and diverting attention from 
the true causes of social unrest9. If the youth are leading the process, it is simply because 
they have plenty of reasons to do so. Crisis, precariousness, unemployment and structural, 
economic and governmental violence is all those young people know. They were born after 
the 90’s and have been treated with contempt, adultism and paternalism. In their first 
decades of existence, they have had to face the –financial and real estate- crisis of 2008, a 
global pandemic and the accelerated collapse of their living conditions. They have been 
condemned to a life much worse than its parents’ generation. We are talking about young 
people who endure more than 40% unemployment10 and who have no expectations of 
becoming emancipated11. As warned less than a year ago12, the pandemic has been the perfect 

                                                            
2Beyond out personal experiences, Judge Arcadio Díaz Tejera stated at BTC show (RTVC – Canary Islands TV) on 
19/2/21 that he had listened how policementhreatened immigrants to "blow their heads off" if they moved from 
Arguineguín Port. 
3Piergiogio M. Sandri, «La desigualdad crece en España por la covid con 800.000 nuevos pobres» [Inequality 
grows in Spain due to covid with 800,000 new poor] (La Vanguardia), 25/1/21. 
4UN report on "Covid-19, systemic racism and global protests" (8/21/20) stated that "The (Spanish) National 
Police has been considered one of the institutions that has most violated human rights ". 
5 José Precedo, Raúl Sánchez y Marcos Pinheiro, «Las sentencias por enaltecimiento del terrorismo se 
multiplican por cuatro desde que ETA dejó de matar» [Sentences for exalting terrorism are multiplied by four 
since ETA stopped killing] (elDiario.es), 21/4/18. 
6Spanish Criminal Code, Art. 525. 
7Spanish Criminal Code, Art. 543. 
8Spanish Criminal Code, Arts. 490.3 and 491. 
9During the cantonalist uprising of 1873-1874, politicians and press media successfully reported that the 
movement was started and financed by the International. The fact is that the Spanish Regional Federation 
(Spanish section of the International Association of Workers) had no more than 60,000 members and although 
there was internationalist participation in several cantons (especially Alcoy and Sanlúcar de Barrameda), it 
cannot be considered that the International was behind the insurrection. In fact, the resources of the 
international revolutionaries were so scarce that Bakunin himself could never afford to visit Spain because he had 
no means to pay for the trip. Despite this, politicians like Sagasta really believed "that the International in Spain 
was supported by foreign gold and by three hundred foreign propagandists" (Gerald Brenan, El laberinto 
español, 1943). 
10 Data provided by Labour Force Survey. 
11“More than half of 25-29 year olds live with their parents” –m Alba Brualla, «El covid ‘cierra la puerta’ de la 
vivienda a los jóvenes» [Covid-19 ‘closes the door’ of housing to young people](El Economista), 22/11/20. 
12 «Sociedades de papel» [Paper societies], 12/3/20. 
https://anarquistasgc.noblogs.org/post/2020/03/13/sociedades-de-papel/ 
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excuse to intensify the socio-economic model and to impose unacceptable life conditions 
with no initial resistance. The viability of public health and pensions is being questioned, 
working conditions of those who still keep their jobs are worsening, housing is defended as a 
financial asset and the rental prices are being allowed to keep growing despite the current 
situation13. Aggressive processes of gentrification make urban centres uninhabitable, and 
young people are being told that cities no longer belong to them, that there is no space for 
socialisation or sharing. 

The pandemic has also been used as a pretext to constrain the mobility of the migrant 
population and to fuel an organized escalation of xenophobia and dehumanisation. Rigour 
and empathy are corpses that lie in the newsrooms and lecterns of demagogue journalists 
and politicians. The acronym MENA used to refer to unaccompanied foreign minors, that is, 
migrant children who survive alone, without their parents. Today, reactionary politicians and 
the media shamelessly brandish this name as a social stigma associated with delinquency. 
We are being drowned by a campaign of hatred against children and adolescents, against 
migrants and racialised poors. Paradoxically, some still feel surprised and upset by the 
outbreak of fascism in the political arena... 

The first thing to understand is that fascism has not left the scene in Spain since the 1930’s. 
For a time it may have had a low profile, but it would be absurd to think that its current 
dominance comes out of nowhere. The fascists who today vote for Vox are the same ones 
who previously voted for PP, yesterday voted for Ciudadanos, and the same transfer has 
occurred among their candidates. The same reactionary media that today bet on the Vox 
horse are trying to replace those options that were affected by corruption scandals or not 
able to convincingly play extremism. Uninhibited extreme right is deploying its classist, 
racist, homophobic and ultra-nationalist hate speech. At this juncture, it is rational for young 
people to feel that their most intimate freedoms are under threat and to revolt in the only 
way they have left: through street self-defense. No one can be surprised by this choice: It was 
repression itself what showed them the way. 

The maxim of "non-violence" has been for decades hardly questionable. The shadow of ETA 
–as one of the last political organizations in Europe that still practiced armed struggle and 
terrorist activity- opportunely closed any debate. This dogma has been so deeply integrated 
in our imaginary that any form of civil resistance has been deemed as "violence." During 15-
M in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, it was common for roadblocks, union pickets or anti-
eviction resistance groups to be considered "violence". Every time the police attacked 
protesters, there were real experts within the movement who used to call anything "violence" 
except police beating. Pacifism was the magic word to criminalise any activity that tried to go 
further than sitting on the ground with hands up. Pacifism was the resource through which 
the possibility of dumping containers could be censured, but not the attacks of an armed and 
trained corps on unarmed population. This thesis penetrated deeply into the movement, 
although this meant normalising violence from above and criminalizing violence from below. 
Then came the violent evacuations in the squares, the police violence unleashed on October 1 
in Catalonia, the imprisonment of bourgeois politicians for defending independence through 
"peaceful and democratic" means, the arrest of young people and artists for tweeting, writing 
jokes on social networks, making memes, song lyrics, puppet shows, artistic performances, 
harmless protests... Hundreds of people have been arrested, fined, attacked and imprisoned 
for doing nothing. Repression has been the best spur for young and angry people to make up 
their minds and do something. Repressing, mutilating protesters, emptying eye sockets, 

                                                            
13According to last Fotocasa (www.fotocasa.es/es/)survey, rent has shot up 50% in the last five years. Canary 
Islands, with one of the lowest salaries in Spain, has experienced a 53% rise in this period. 
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slapping children, and beating fathers and mothers by their children, have taught our youth 
that only anger, the outbreak of indignation, and barricades remain under systemic, 
structural and vertical violence. 

Today, coast to coast, young people are being blamed, accused of being lazy and capricious, 
of not knowing what they want or what they are doing, of provoking the far-right facilitating 
the work of infiltrators and agents provocateurs. A history of violence is being rewritten 
today on the back of the youngest ones. Our affluent and sclerotised generations fear 
expiration and cyclically insult the subsequent generations, from May of 1968 to May of 
2011. Gentrified and (not biologically) aging generations attack a social phenomenon that 
they simply do not understand, nor do they want to understand, and therefore overwhelms 
them. Our young people have earned the right to disown their parents' generation. 

This is a story of violence that is not being written with the ashes of burning cardboard, nor 
with the soot of burning containers, nor on the pieces of broken shop windows. It is being 
written on the shattered hopes of our youth, a youth whose future has been stolen and that 
desperately fights for the present. 

Today the system will keep on adding coal to its propaganda machinery, and publishing 
unbearable editorials, opinion articles, public appearances, crazy press conferences, to 
condemn the violence that emerges from the streets, while ignoring and misunderstanding 
its causes. However, the system is NOT entitled to question violence. We could well change 
the old rhyme of Bécquer14 and throw it like a dart: 

What is violence? And it’s you who ask me? Violence… is you. 

                                                            
14 Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer (1836-1870), Spanish romanticist poet. Original verse: What is poetry? And it’s you 
who ask me? Poetry… is you. 
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V 

Open letter to The Independent on Asylum in Britain 

New Plan for Immigration has no basis in research evidence 

 
The 24th of March 2021 saw the announcement of the UK’s new post-Brexit asylum policy, 
set out in the New Plan for Immigration. This plan centres on ‘criminal smuggling gangs’ 
who facilitate the cross border movement of people seeking asylum, particularly in this case, 
across the English Channel. In doing so it advances and formalises a distinction between two 
groups of people seeking asylum: those who travel themselves to places of potential 
sanctuary, and those who wait in refugee camps, processing and/or transit centres for the 
possibility of meeting the criteria for resettlement through UNHCR. Under the New Plan, 
those who arrive ‘spontaneously’ will never be granted permanent leave to remain in the UK. 
Those in the privileged group of resettled refugees will gain permanent status. 

Asylum is a topic that has been extensively researched across the social sciences and 
humanities. Yet in the 31 references cited in the New Plan for Immigration policy statement 
(mostly Home Office documents), there is just one reference to research evidence, a research 
paper on refugee integration. As researchers with decades of knowledge and experience in 
the field of migration and asylum research, we wish to express our objection to these plans 
which not only circumvent international human rights law, but are also based on claims 
which are completely unfounded in any body of research evidence. 

Resettlement represents a tiny proportion of refugee reception globally. Of the 80 million 
displaced people globally at the end of 2019, 22,800 were resettled in 2020 and 
only 3,560 were resettled to the UK. Under the new plans, forms of resettlement are set to 
increase, which can only be welcomed. But of course, the expansion of resettlement will 
make no difference to people who are here, and arriving, every year. Research has shown 
that people who find themselves in a situation of persecution or displacement very rarely 
have knowledge of any particular national asylum system. Most learn the arbitrary details of 
access to work, welfare, and asylum itself upon arrival. 

There are distinct and deeply troubling echoes here of the Australian Temporary Protection 
Visa programme and the vilification of people with no option but to travel through irregular 
means to flee persecution and seek sanctuary. In making smugglers the focus of asylum 
policy, the UK is inaugurating what Canadian Professor of Migration Alison Mountz calls the 
death of asylum. There is little difference between people fleeing persecution who make the 
journey themselves to the UK, or those who wait in a camp with a small chance of 
resettlement. The two are often, in fact, connected, as men are more likely to go ahead in 
advance, making perilous journeys, in the hope that safe and legal options will then be 
opened up for family members who would struggle to travel and survive these perilous 
routes. And what makes these journeys so dangerous? The lack of safe and legal routes. 
Britain, and other countries across Europe, North America and Australasia, have gone to 
huge efforts and massive expense in recent decades to close down access to the right to 
asylum. Examples of this include paying foreign powers to quarantine refugees outside of 
Europe, criminalising those who help refugees, and carrier sanctions. Carrier sanction are 
why people pay 10 times the cost of a plane ticket to cross the Mediterranean or the Channel 
in a tiny boat. 

Research has shown in a wide range of international contexts, including within the EU and 
the UK, that when government policy closes down safe and legal routes, people are forced to 
take more perilous journeys. These are not illegal journeys, as claimed by Home Secretary 
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Priti Patel, because under international law one cannot travel illegally if one is seeking 
asylum. People’s only option becomes to pay smugglers for help in crossing borders. At this 
point criminalising smuggling becomes the focus of asylum policy. In this way, government 
policy creates and frames the ‘crisis’ which it then claims to solve. Again, there is a body of 
research which has analysed this phenomenon in the UK and beyond. This policy practice 
extends to people who are seeking asylum themselves. Arcane maritime laws have been 
deployed by the UK in order to criminalise irregular Channel crossers who breach sea 
defences, and therefore deny them sanctuary. Specifically, if one of the people aboard a given 
boat touches the tiller, oars, or steering device, they become liable to be arrested under anti-
smuggling laws. In 2020, eight people seeking asylum were jailed on such grounds, facing 
sentences of up to two and a half years, as well as the subsequent threat of deportation. For 
these people, there are no safe and legal routes left. 

We know from extensive research on the subject, that poverty in a sending country does not 
lead to an increase in asylum applications elsewhere from that country. Things like wars, 
genocide and human rights abuses need to be present in order for nationals of a country to 
start seeking asylum abroad in any meaningful number. Why then is the UK so obsessed with 
preventing people who are fleeing wars, genocide and human rights abuses from gaining 
asylum here? On their own terms there is one central reason: their belief that most people 
seeking asylum today are not actually refugees, but economic migrants seeking to cheat the 
asylum system. The UK government has tended to justify its highly restrictive asylum 
policies on the basis that it is open to abuse from ‘bogus, cheating, young men’. It then makes 
the lives of people who are awaiting a decision on their asylum application as difficult as 
possible on the basis that this will deter others. Forcing people who are here to live below the 
poverty line, then, is imagined to sever ‘pull factors’ for others who have not yet arrived. 
Again, such claims have been closely examined by researchers and there is no evidence to 
support this idea of economic pull factors, or that deterrence strategies work, they simply 
cost lives.   

A fresh commitment to resettlement and the use of safe and legal routes is of course 
welcome. However, it should not be at the expense of people fleeing persecution who have no 
alternative but to find sanctuary by travelling to the UK themselves. The unveiling of this 
policy reveals that lessons are not being learned and that research evidence continues to be 
disregarded.  

 

Signed by: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQF_mpQDUxaFg5CUdc-
cxTONLAJ5_811wkHjfPJWqASo3niClxmo8GHvCGfb_0uI4FV6LkbtggXAp7h/pub 
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VI 

The Origins of Radical Criminology, Volume II: From Classical 
Greece to Early Christianity 

by Stratos Georgoulas 

https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030676377#aboutAuthors 

 

 

 

This book critically explores the development of radical criminological thought through the 
social, political and cultural history of three periods in Ancient Greece: the Classical, the 
Hellenistic and the Greco-Roman periods. It follows on from the previous volume which 
examined concepts of law, legitimacy, crime, justice and deviance through a range of Ancient 
Greek works including epic and lyrical poetry, drama and philosophy, across different 
chapters. This book examines the three centuries that followed which were very important 
for the history of radical thinking about crime and law. It explores the socio-political 
struggles and how ruptures produced breaks in knowledge production and developed the 
field of deviance and social control. It also examines the key literature, religions and 
philosophers of each period. The gap between social consensus and social conflict deepened 
during this time and influenced the theoretical discourse on crime. These elements continue 
to exist in the theoretical quests of the modern age of criminology. This book examines the 
links between the origins of radical criminology and its future. It speaks to those interested 
in the (pre)history of criminology and the historical production of criminological knowledge. 

 

Stratos Georgoulas is Professor and Deputy Head of the Department of Sociology at the 
University of the Aegean, Greece. He is recognized in the scientific field of Critical Criminology, 
winning international awards for teaching in the USA (Fulbright), Canada, Slovakia, Syria, 
Jordan and Palestine. 

 

First volume’s title is The Origins of Radical Criminology: From Homer to Pre-Socratic Philosophy, 
also published by Palgrave McMillan in 2018. 
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VII 

Book Launch: From Social Harm to Zemiology 

Discussion and Q&A  

With Vicky Canning, Paddy HiIlyard and Steve Tombs, chaired by AviBoukli 

 

Wednesday, 21stApril 2021, 16:00-17:30 British Summer Time, MS Teams  

 

Vicky Canning and Steve Tombs are joined by Paddy Hillyard, who contributed a Preface and 
also much intellectual inspiration, to discuss their new book, From Social Harm to 
Zemiology: A Critical Introduction. They will discuss the ways in which the book documents 
how a zemiological lens can move us toward deeper critical understandings of endemic - and 
often unseen - harms, and so help to further harm mitigation and social justice.   

 

Colleagues are invited to come along to join a discussion of the aims, themes and conclusions 
of the book. 

Given that so much of the Zemiological perspective is based in critical discussions at the 
European Group over the past (almost three !) decades, we hope some of you can make it – 
don’t forget to bring your own tea/ beer/ anything else ! 

 

Book discount available here (20%):  

http://www.open.ac.uk/researchcentres/herc/sites/www.open.ac.uk.researchcentres.herc/fi
les/files/authorflyeredited.pdf 

Link to register is here: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/herc-seminar-book-launch-from-social-harm-to-zemiology-
tickets-146743978189 
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VIII 

Imagining abolition: Beyond Prisons, Wars and Borders 

A Virtual Gathering 

April 14-17, 2021 

  

Conference schedule, 

including keynotes, 

workshops, 

presentations and more: 

https://sites.google.com/view/imagining-abolition 

 

 

In October 2020, Michael J. Coyle and Luis Alberto Fernández sent a general call on an 
abolitionist listserv to field interest in organizing an abolitionist virtual event. In response, 
our transnational, volunteer-based team of activists, scholars, and artists formed to conduct 
that work. Our team is not affiliated with a particular university or organization, but each 
member brings experience and expertise informed by our involvement in our respective 
communities. We do not share a singular vision of abolition, but we are collectively 
committed to honouring the longstanding and ongoing abolitionist traditions that have 
opposed white supremacy, caste supremacy, and settler colonialism. 

 

To contact conference organizers, email abolition2021@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/view/imagining-abolition/home/meetus 
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IX 

Violence and Gangs in the Brazilian prison System 

CCSJ NTU, Nottingham, 15 April 2021 

 

https://www.ntu.ac.uk/research/groups-and-centres/groups/critical-criminology-and-
social-justice-research-group 

 

Hosted by the Critical Criminology and Social Justice Research Group at Nottingham Trent 
University this session's main objective is to question the intersections between prisons and 
violence as exhibited in the Brazilian documentary “Central – The power of factions in the 
largest prison in Brazil” (2016). The documentary provides a unique and in-depth analysis 
of the Brazilian prison system and the physical, symbolic and structural violence present 
within it – including the deliberate infliction of violence and harm upon prisoners by the 
State and those working on its behalf. The discussion is particularly significant in light of a 
range of core challenges including organised criminal groups operating 
within prisons, racial discrimination, and the systematic failures of the prison to address the 
challenges of social reintegration and rehabilitation throughout the Brazilian prison and 
justice systems.  

Organisation: Silvia Gomes, Hind Elhinnawy, Ian Mahoney and Thais Sardá (all NTU)  

Discussion Panelists:  

Tatiana Sager and Renato Dornelles (Falange Produções)  

Marília de Nardin Budó (Federal University of Santa Catarina State – Brazil)  

Jason Warr (De Montfort University)  

Sílvia Gomes (Nottingham Trent University)  

 

Organizada pelo grupo de pesquisa em Criminologia Crítica e Justiça Social da 
Nottingham Trent University, o objetivo desta sessão é questionar as intersecções entre 
prisões e violência conforme mostrado no documentário brasileiro “Central – O poder das 
facções no maior presídio do Brasil” (2016). Este documentário oferece uma análise única e 
profunda do sistema prisional brasileiro e da violência física, simbólica e estrutural 
presente nes ses espaços, incluindo o papel do Estado em infringer violência a os 
prisioneiros. A discussão é particularmente importante considerando os desafios a os 
sistemas prisional e judicial, incluindo gangues operando nasprisões, discriminação racial 
e sistemáticasfalhas no que condiz à reabilitação e reintegração social. 
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Henry Pontell is Professor Emeritus in the Departments of Criminology, Law and Society 
and Sociology at UCI, Distinguished University Professor in the Department of Sociology at 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice and is past Vice-President of the American Society of 
Criminology. His research and teaching interests include deviance and social control, white-
collar and corporate crime, punishment and criminal justice system capacity issues, financial 
and health care fraud, identity theft, comparative criminology, and cyber crime. He has 
published widely on those topics, including the following books: International Handbook of 
White-Collar and Corporate Crime, Profit without Honor: White Collar Crime and the 
Looting of America and Big Money Crime: Fraud and Politics in the Savings and Loan 
Crisis. 

 
Agradecemos a vossa presença e a mais ampla divulgação do evento. 

Com os melhores cumprimentos, 

A Escola de Criminologia da Faculdade de Direito da Universidade do Porto. 
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XI 

Contemporary Societies in Motion: pioneering qualitative 
research methods in the study of deviance and social control 

27-28 of May 2021, Athens, Greece 

 

https://e-keme.gr/en/contemporary-societies-in-motion/?fbclid=IwAR06zSZNzvSHuCMc--
3LXcDG9tnuGTDr_cJShwMaCrD0FZ7cG_4EkfjBU7Q 

 

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, we are excited to invite you to join us virtually on 
27-28 of May 2021. 

New dynamics of change within the context of so-called ‘liquid’ modernity have impacted 
many aspects of social life – including deviance, crime, and social control. Concurrently, 
disciplines from a wide range of fields including criminology, anthropology, sociology, 
political sciences, development studies, media studies, and many more, have adapted to 
these shifts – and have often done so by developing new methods to reveal, interpret and 
understand both their obvious and hidden aspects. Unsurprisingly, a great many 
methodological and epistemological issues have been raised by these adaptations, triggering 
considerable academic debate. Such discussion, for instance, concerns how we may study 
new forms of crime and deviance – as well as new responses to them. In addition, the 
changing terms of researchers’ engagement, the risks, and ethics of doing research on 
deviance, and its formal and/or informal regulation, have provoked serious reflection– 
suggesting reflexivity concerning our own work, as well as the research methods we use 
(including ethnography, visual, and participatory forms), is of paramount importance – and 
requires further development. 

Further, the COVID-19 pandemic has created new challenges for science, society, and policy. 
Under pandemic circumstances, it is important to ensure that scientific activities will 
continue their course of bringing freshness to our creativity and thinking. Therefore, the 
Organizing Committee has decided to switch our original conference schedule to an online 
environment in order to ensure the safe participation of all speakers and attendees – and to 
comply with global recommendations related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The National Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA), the National Center for Social 
Research (EKKE), the Center for the Study of Crime (CSC), and the ESC Working Group on 
Qualitative Research Methodologies and Epistemologies are pleased to invite you to a joint 
online conference titled Contemporary societies in motion: pioneering qualitative 
research methods in the study of deviance and social control. 
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A BIG THANKS to all the European Group members for making this newsletter 
successful.Please feel free to contribute to this newsletter by sending any 
information that you think might be of interest to the Group to 
Vicky/Katja/Dani ateuropeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com 

Please try to send it in before the 25th of each month if you wish to have it 
included in the following month’s newsletter. Please provide a web link 
(wherever possible). 

 

http://www.europeangroup.org/ 

 

In the meantime – we send all our best wishes to members from our temporary 
realities.  

 

Salud! 

 

Vicky, Dani and Katja 

 

 

 


