
FEAR AND LOOTING IN THE PERIPHERY Working Group 

An approach to (and from) the South(s) 

Criminological and socio-legal analysis of criminalization and/or punitive processes under 

the current debtocratic regimes – from a conflictual perspective, either ‘approaching the 

South’ or ‘approaching a global conflict from the South’. 

 

Critical approaches 

Conflictual perspectives on ‘peripheries’, ‘South-North’, and ‘colonialism’. 

Categorising concepts within the framework of economic exceptionalism. 

State-corporate crime and social harm under debtfare/debtocracy. 

MEMORANDA = CRIMES. Social murder vs. social genocide. The ‘Greek laboratory’. 

Interconnected axes 

a/ Criminal policies: production, regulation and administration of social harm 

b/ Punitive management-control on the social effects of economic exceptionalism 

 

This working group on ‘Southern’ perspectives should enrich the analyses on and from 

the ‘Souths’, but also promote communication and discussions with other working groups 

within the European Group. In short, our goal is to address to a key condition of critical 

studies in the European and global political economy: the North cannot be thought and 

analysed without the South; ‘there is a North for every South’ – and vice versa. 

Criminological literature on state-corporate crimes and social harm is well rooted and 

developed in the North European criminology, particularly in the Anglophone academia. 

We found necessary to reinforce these critical studies on the (European and global) South 

from a multidisciplinary analysis which has been traditionally closer to the legal field (and 

especially to sociology of law), since a common theoretical corpus should provide a 

‘toolbox’ to analyse and interpret the current processes of crime and harm production 

across many colonised, dispossessed, and ‘debtocratized’ states, jurisdictions or ‘free 

market’ areas. 

Indeed, we are witnessing a restructuring of the role of the states under the primacy of 

permanent accumulation, which concentrates private revenues through the exploitation of 

human basic needs and common resources. We need to analyse debtocracy, austerity and 

financialization as parts of a global regime of accumulation by dispossession that widens 

unequal relations within the EU and beyond. So called ‘crimes of the powerful’, (namely 

‘white-collar crime’, ‘corruption’, state-corporate crime, political repression, border 

control, criminalising and punishing poverty and/or otherness), must be studied within 

framework of the North-South relations. 

Some of the key elements to consider are: bailouts, memoranda, economic 

exceptionalism, blackmail, debtocracy-debtfare, power re-concentration, wealth re-

distribution, marketization-privatisation processes, punitive control and re-bordering. 

Budget cuts, labour reforms or privatizations are never imposed at the same pace or 

intensity. However, from a class perspective, some common dynamics can be identified as 

the basic features of a ‘phased global trend’ determined by different socio-historical factors, 

economic structures and political cultures. 



When speaking about a political economy of punishment (government of penalty, 

criminal policy, prison management...), we should ask to what extent penalty is 

reconfigured today as a tool that, criminalizing politics, allows state-corporate powers to 

maintain their economic criminal agenda. Criminalization and the overrepresentation of 

migration and Diasporas from the global South in most European penal systems must be 

another key element of our analysis. Specific ‘shock forces’ are being used on behalf of an 

alleged state sovereignty, but mostly focused on ‘re-bordering strategies’. The rationale of 

‘Pushbacks’ or ‘Express deportations’ provide a sad example of this specific phenomenon, 

while racist discourses support moral panic and campaigns against ‘internal and external 

enemies’ as the means to defend state legitimacies. 
 

Objectives  

Promoting, and calling to collaborate with the proposal presented by our Greek 

colleagues and comrades in the EG 45
th

 annual conference: MEMORANDA ARE CRIMES.  

Encouraging the development of critical ‘Southern’ perspectives (not only 

criminological) on state-corporate crime and social harm, with the proper vocation of 

commitment and transformation that characterizes the EG.  

Developing a theoretical-political agenda based on a solidarity network against state-

corporate criminal policies and punitive control strategies, radically challenging the 

discourses, practices and means of legitimation of global debtocratic looting. 

 

 

Coordinators 
Dani Jiménez. djf@unizar.es  

Alejandro Forero. aleforero@ub.edu  

Ignasi Bernat. ignasi.bernat@udg.edu  

Rita Faria. rfaria@direito.up.pt  

 

 

 

mailto:djf@unizar.es
mailto:aleforero@ub.edu
mailto:ignasi.bernat@udg.edu
mailto:rfaria@direito.up.pt

