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In recent years the international academic community has made an effort to define and uncover 

harms by states, corporations and organizations. This effort is stemming from the point of view of 

protecting human rights and preventing social harms. These acts include loss of life, physical or 

other harm, and loss of property. The need for addressing harms by states, corporations and 

organizations is connected both with the need for appropriate orientation of formal criminal policy 

(law, police, administration of justice) and for the awareness of citizens, consumers, workers and 

social movements.   

A root of the problem, the criminal-induced partnership between state, corporate capital, and 

organizations, does not lead to easy answers for a future “better” political management of the state. 

This raises issues of the advocacy of the public interest and universal human rights; it highlights the 

concept of social harm, and sets democracy and the collective as the dominant principles. This 

complex is the contemporary reality, and a criminology that takes a position upon this ought to 

highlight a broader social awareness and action for social change. 

We welcome papers on the themes below which reflect the general values and Principles of the 

European Group. Please forward short abstracts of 150-300 words to the relevant stream 

coordinators by 30th of April 2017.   

For all general enquiries please contact Stratos Georgoulas at: s.georgoulas@soc.aegean.gr. For 

questions about the European Group, please contact the EG coordinator Ida Nafstad at: 

europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com    

mailto:s.georgoulas@soc.aegean.gr
mailto:europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com


Streams 
Crimes of the Powerful Working 
Group Stream 
 
Contact:  
samantha.fletcher@open.ac.uk  
 
Contact for the special section: 
emilia@aegean.gr 
 

 Uncovering and examining harmful state-corporate 
relationships 

 Utilising Green/Eco-critical criminology to expose the 
crimes and harms of the powerful  

 Accountability in organisational, state and/or corporate 
crimes and harms 

 Unmasking the crimes and harms of the powerful: new 
trajectories, developments, challenges and methodological 
concerns  

 Activism, protest and resistance endeavours seeking to 
reveal the crimes and harms of the powerful 

 

*Special section*: This year we are seeking to have a special 
section within this stream dedicated to considering the 
current trajectories and developments in Turkey and we 
would particularly welcome papers to form a panel or 
specific stream related to the crimes and harms of the 
powerful in Turkey. 

Post-crash policing: developments 
and implications 
 
Contact:  
g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk  
 

 Post-crash intensification of coercion and surveillance 

 Policing the crisis in the European South: developments 
and comparisons 

 Capitalism, pacification and post-crash policing 

 Containing the police counterattack: problems and 
prospects for police accountability 

 Citizens, activists, communities, movements: possibilities 
for resistance and alternative political programmes 

Social harm/Zemiology  
 
Contact:  
C.Pantazis@bristol.ac.uk  
S.Pemberton.1@bham.ac.uk   

 Social harm an neo-liberal policies, developments, and 
practices 

 Financial crisis, recession and austerity and social harm 

 Poverty, inequality and social injustice 

 Social harms relating to classism, sexism, heterosexuality, 
racism, etc. 

 Social harms arising from public/social policy (both in 
terms of interventions and the failure to act) 

 Theoretical/conceptual advances 

 Methodological advances 

Fear and looting in the periphery: 
Approaching global crime and 
harm in (and from) the south(s)  
 
Contact:  
aleforero@ub.edu  
djf@unizar.es 
ignasi.bernat@udg.edu    

 More to come 
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Prison, Punishment and Detention 
Working Group Stream  
 
Contact:  
Victoria.Canning@open.ac.uk   
 

 Resistance to control and prison   
 Immigration detention and forced removal   
 Prison and surveillance   
 Surveillance outside the prison   
 Racism, Islamophobia and incarceration  
 Semi-penal institutions   
 Punishment and structural violence  
 Gendered Violence in Prison   

 
PANEL: Resisting The Mega 
Prisons 
 
Contact:  

robert.jones7@southwales.ac.uk 
David.Scott@open.ac.uk 

At the  45th Annual Conference this year in Lesvos we would like to 
organise a panel on "Resisting the mega prisons".  The UK 
government announced in November 2015 that it planned to 
replace older Victorian prisons that are now situated on expensive 
inner-city land with up to nine new and much larger prisons.  This 
'prison building revolution' in the main is a cost cutting exercise 
as the new prisons will be much larger (mega prisons) and built on 
cheaper land.  
 
The recently opened HMP Berwyn, in North Wales, which holds 
over 2,000 people, is one of the largest prisons in Europe and is 
expected to cost £14,000 p.a. per prisoner compared to over 
£34,000 for prisoners currently being held in prisons of the same 
category.  The other new 'mega prisons' are likely to follow a 
similar model. 
 
Although there has been little new information released since the 
announcement of the new "mega prisons" i 2015, the government 
is without doubt forging ahead with plans to increase capacity of 
the prison estate by 10,000 places and to replace older prisoners 
with new ones.  In November 2016 it set aside £1.3 billion to 
transform the penal estate.  Two new prison sites have been 
identified in Wellingborough and Leicester and  plans submitted to 
local councils.  There is, however, grass roots resistance to the new 
mega prisons involving a coalition of abolitionist inspired 
groups.   Resistance has included direct actions, noise demos, 
public meetings and media engagement to highlight the harms of 
the prisons and to discover where the other new prisons are likely 
to be situated.  Local groups have risen up across the UK wherever 
plans for new mega prisons have been mooted. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to invite academics and 
activists to participate in a "Resisting the mega prisons" panel.  We 
would like to hear stories of resistance, strategies for blocking 
planning and construction and ways of mobilising community 
action.  
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